The third quarter of the nineteenth century stands out as a dark era in our national history, overshadowed by the gathering clouds of the Civil War, the devastation of the war itself, and the bitterness that followed it. The taste of the time added its own peculiar gloom in that heyday of the brownstone front and the untouchable parlor dressed in black walnut and haircloth, cast-iron gaselier, and wax fruit. And it was not only creative but destructive. As if to balance the dubious contributions of those years many famous early build- 
tory, overshadowed by the gathering clouds of the Civil War, the devastation of the war itself, and the bitterness that followed it. The taste of the time added its own peculiar gloom in that heyday of the brownstone front and the untouchable parlor dressed in black walnut and haircloth, cast-iron gaselier, and wax fruit. And it was not only creative but destructive. As if to balance the dubious contributions of those years many famous early build- The window is I3 feet high and 8 feet wide; it has been installed in Gallery L 3 at the entrance to the American Wing. This is an appropriate beginning to the collection of other kinds of American glass now in the adjoining galleries. Two cases of favrile glass by Louis Comfort Tiffany and contemporary glass by Steuben and other companies have also been put on display to supplement the eighteenth-and nineteenth-century blown and molded glass and pressed glass from Sandwich and Pittsburgh.
